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A ROYAL VISIT 
On the 22nd December 1895, His Eoyal Highness Prince Carl of Denmark 

arrived in St. Thomas, on board H.M.S. Fyen, Captain Caroc. Shortly after anchor-
ing, His Excellency Governor Hedemann went off to the ship and was received 
under a salute of fifteen guns. There was a reception at Government House that 
evening at which His Eoyal Highness was present. 

The Official landing did not take place till next day, when, precisely at three 
o'clock p.m., His Eoyal Highness came on shore accompanied by Commander 
Caroc. He was received by His Excellency Governor Hedemann and a guard of 
honour, consisting of the 2nd Company of the West Indian Eegiment under the 
command of Captain Paludan. A number of Officials, Consuls, and Members of 
the Colonial Council were presented by the Governor to His Eoyal Highness, who 
cordially shook hånds with each one of them. 

Prmce Carl then entered the Governor's carriage and drove off to Government 
House amidst the hearty applause of the people, hundreds of whom lined the 
Kings liarf and its approaches. The Prince was attired in the uniform of a 
Naval Lieutenant, wearing in addition the broad blue sash of the Order of the 
Elephant. 

A little later he drove through the town, much to the gratification of the 
populace. In the evening, there was a Eeception and a Dance at Government 
House. 

On the loth Jamiary 1896, H.M.S. Fyen proceeded to St. Croix, where H.E.H. 
Prince Carl was enthusiastically welcomed. After spending a few days in that 
beautiful island, in whieh a round of Festivities succeeded his arrival, His Eoyal 
Highness returned to St. Thomas, on board H.M.S. Fyen, on the 28th January, 
and left for Europe on the 2nd of February, followed by the goocl wishes of 
everyone who had been brought in contact with him publicly or privately. 

... ®e. was tbe second Danish Prince who had ever trod West Indian soil, and 
ye+i ??c^e'. H-E.H. Prince Valdemar, whose memory is yet green among some 

0 ^ . °^'-er inhabitants, was received with such demonstrations of loyalty and 
aftection as to impress him with the love and devotion that the people of these 
Islands have always maintained towards the Eoyal House of Denmark. 
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A FEW WORDS ABOUT ST. CROIX. 

(THE GARDEN OF THE WEST INDIES.) 

P A R T  I .  
»O« 

T H E  P A S T .  

ABOUT forty miles distant from the island of St. Thomas lies 

the island of St. Croix, another Danish possession, and one 

which has been known for many years as " The Garden of the 

West Indies." 

It is easily reached from " Our Island of the Sea " either by 

one of the steamerS of the Quebec Line, which touch fortnightly 

at St. Thomas, or by one of the schooners which ply twice a 

week between the two islands. A favourite is the " Vigilant," 

a trim craft with quite a history of its own, dating as far back 

as 100 years ago. She has been by turns a pirate, slaver, 

and a man-of-war; not a plank exists probably of the old 

" Vigilant" tliat was built in Baltimore about the year 1800, but 

the same beautiful lines and the same speed which made her 

famous as a slaver yet remain, and, to this day, she retains her 

reputation for these excellent qualities, though now engaged as 

a Government dispatch vessel and in carrying passengers. 

Before leaving St. Thomas you are obliged to buy a passport. 

This costs 32 cents and permits you to pass freely to the 

island of St. Croix. 

This beautiful island was discovered by Columbus on his 

second western voyage on the 14th of Nov. 1493. The 

Caribs, its inhabitants, cailed it Ay Ay; Columbus anchored 

there to obtain water, and while his boat was returning from 

the shore a skirmish took place with some of the natives, in 
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which several of them were captured. These captives were 

carried to Spain. In 1625 the English and Dutch conjointly 

took possession of the island, which, at the time, was uninhabited. 

In 1649 the Dutch were compelled to leave the island, being 

driven from it by the superior force of the English. But the 

triumph of the conquerors was short. In 1650 twelve hundred 

Spaniards from Porto Rico made a descent upon them in the 

night, burned their habitations, massacred all whom they found 

under arms, and transported the remainder witli their wives 

and baggage to the island of Bermuda. In 1651 the French, 

under De Vaugalan, obtained possession by the surrender of the 

Spaniards to his force. The island was then rich in forests, but 

these were set on fire by the new conquerors, and the conflagra-

tion, it is said, lasted several months. But the grounds thus 

cleared were at once entirely cultivated, and are said to have 

been " incredibly fertile." 

In 1653 Louis XIY. transferred St. Croix with St. Kitts, St. 

Bartholomew, and St. Martins to the Knightsof Malta. In 1665 

a newly-formed West Indian Company purchased the island 

from the Order of Malta; and in 1674, this company having 

been dissolved by Royal Edict, the island was again annexed to 

the French Crown. In 1696 the population is said to have been 

147 whites, exclusive of women and children, and 623 blacks, 

but, notwithstanding the extraordinary fertility of the land 

when the rains were sufficient, yet so frequent and destructive 

were the droughts at the time, that the French settlers, having 

demolished their forts, abandoned the island and removed to 

St. Domingo. In 1720 the island was uninhabited. About this 

time a project for its settlement was formed in England which 

was not carried into effect. It was visited by vessels of all 

nations till, in 1727, the French captured seven English merchant 

vessels which were lying there and took possession of the island. 

It continued to be the property of France till 1733, when it was 

sold to a company of merchants in Copenhagen, cailed the Guinea 

Company, for £30,750. The rights of this Company were after-

wards purchased by the King of Denmark. In 1754 the island 

was carefully surveyed and divided into plantations. In 1801 

it was taken by the British, but was restored to Denmark after 



* 

G O V E R N M E N T  H O U S E ,  C H R I S T I A N S T E D ,  S T .  C R O I X ,  D . W . I .  

M A R K E T  P L A C E ,  F R E D E R I K S T E D ,  S T .  C R O I X ,  D . W . I  





A FEW WORDS ABOUT ST. CROIX. 7 

its possession for a few months only. Again in 1807 it was 
tak en by the English, and was held by them until 1815, when 
it was again returned to Denmark. 

During all these years slavery existed, though as early as 
1792 the Danish Government declared the slave tråde unlawful, 
and abolished it in 1803. But actual slavery remained in force 
until the year 1848, when the slaves, on July 2nd, rose in a 
body and obtained their freedom, which was proclaimed to them 
from the Fort at Frederiksted* by the Governor-General 
Von Sholten. 

On Feb. 5th, 1866, a disastrous fire took place in Chris­
tiansted, f A great many line buildings were destroyed and 
several families were rendered hotneless. Then foliowed a 
long series of droughts covering a period of five years. The 
earthquake of Nov. 18th, 1867, was the next calamity which 
visited the island. It occurred about 10 minutes af ter 3 in 
the afternoon. There were two severe shocks, the sea receded, 
leaving its bed quite bare, and gathering itself in one mighty 
wave, came toppling over in immense rollers, carrying all before 
it. Schooners, brigs, and boats were washed ashore at both 
towns, and at Frederiksted a large American man-of-war, the 
" Monongahela," was landed high and dry on the Bay Street. 
Many lives were lost and much damage was done to 
property. 

The next misfortune was a hurricane, which took place on the 
13th of Sept. 1876; this destroyed a great many houses in 
town and country, besides inj uring the crop. The next event of 
note was the so-called labour riot. For some years the negroes 
had worked under a law known as the Labour Aet, a kind of 
contract between the negro and the estate owners, maintaining 
labour at a fixed price. Becoming tired of this an uprising 
took place on the 2nd of Oct. 1879, which resulted in a con-
siderable loss of life and property. Estates were totally wrecked 
and nearly the whole of the town of Frederiksted was destroyed 
by fire. 

* Also cailed West End. It is the port of call for steamers, about 15 miles from 
Christiansted, and is situated at the west of the island. 

f The capital; sometimes called Bassin. Its situation is easterly. 
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There is not much left to chronicle after this event, except to 
note how rapidly the inhabitants of St. Croix set to work to 
repair their losses. 

To look upon its smiling fieids to-day, its prosperous towns 
and people, no one would believe that earthquake, fire, drought,. 
and hurricane had ever visited it. 

P A R T  I I .  

T H E  P R E S E N T .  

I DO not think that many people now-a-days know much 
about the inner life of the picturesque island of which I am 
writing. Tourists come and go, making a stay perhaps of 
twenty-four hours. A stray reporter or author writes a chapter 
or two about it, sometimes favourably, sometimes not, but rarely 
is sufficiently said to place its actual merits before those who 
seek health and pleasure in the West Indies. As the island of 
St. Thomas is justly famous for its magnificent harbour and 
unexceptionable coaling facilities, so is St. Croix for its climate, 
scenery, excellent roads, and the boundless hospitality of its people. 
It used to be visited annually by a number of Americans who 
came there for a change of air, its climate being well adapted to 
consumptives. How they came to exchange it for Bermuda can 
only be attributed to the proximity of the latter to America, 
which enabled them to reach it quickly. But now this is all 
changed, for one of the Quebec Line of steamers will bring you 
to St. Croix in five days, or should you be inclined only to touch 
at Frederiksted, the port of call, will carry you to every one of 
those " Islands of the Sea," that history has made memorable, or 
the pen of the traveller interesting. But should you remain, 
you will carry away with you recollections that will haunt your 
memory for years. 

And you will not find yourself in a strange country. Though 
a Danish island, everyone speaks English; and you will be 
astonished, if you be an American, to find how the products of 
your own native land have invaded its houses and plantations. 
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American furniture, toys, novels, magazines, dry goods, provi­
sions, and machinery are largely imported. All over the country 
you will see the Cochrane windmill, or others similar, at work,, 
and quite a number of America's best agricultural implements 
in use upon the estates. It would be an interesting task indeed 
to trace the cultivation of the sugar cane from the early days of 
the old cattle mill, and the very imperfect methods of making 
sugar among the ancient colonists, who, as Du Tertre, in his 
Histoire des Antilles, tells us, li ved with their lives in their 
hånds for fear of the buccaneers. I can, myself, remember many 
estates in the island dependent on the old windmill, with its 
cumbersome rollers standing on end and fed by hand by some 
poor negro at the risk of losing a limb. It was a red-letter day 
when the first steam mill was erected. It marked an area of 
improvement which has been kept up by planters ever since. 
Up to that time they had been content to foliow the track laid 
down by their predecessors. But they were a sturdy race of 
men for all that, Irishmen most of them; honest and hard 
working to a degree; frugal in their habits, they worked un-
remittingly to amass a fortune, sometimes returning to their 
native land to enjoy it, but in most cases passing the rest of 
their lives honoured and respected in the land of their 
adoption. 

It is said that money was easier to make in those days; 
prices were high, and even a small crop left a fair margin of 
profit, but from all I can gather, only those who were prudent 
and exercised self-denial were numbered among the successful. 
Dry weather would set in, or a hurricane, once in a while, would 
devastate their crops, bringing ruin and dismay to those who 
had not laid by for a rainy day. Few of these old pioneers are 
left. One of them, P. McDermott, Esquire, wealthy and re­
spected, at the ripe age of eighty-eight, is yet living in the full 
possession of his faculties, hale and hearty, a fit representative 
of his hard-working countrymen, and a bright example of how 
long a man may live in the healthful climate of St. Croix. 
There are others that I wot of, as I pen these lines, Danish, 
Irish, and Scotch, whose lives would serve as a lesson to the 
rising generation. Those who know them, speak of them with 
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respect and admiration for all that they did in the days gone by 
when steam and vacuum pans were unknown factors in sugar-
making. 

Life is a struggle under any circumstances, and even with the 
most approved appliances it is not always that the planter can 
make both ends meet. The beetroot sugar manufacture, bounty-
fed and supported by the Governments of Europe, is a formid­
able rival to the sugar cane. Prices have gone so low, that in 
some instances it did not pay to make sugar, and the question 
has been so serious of late years as to threaten the entire in-
dustry all over the West Indies. It is gratifying to note that 
most of the planters have risen superior to the occasion, and, 
adopting the latest methods of cultivation and first-class 
machinery to take off their crops, are stemming the tide of 
adversity which of late years has set in against them. It 
cannot be too earnestly insisted upon that when a man is suc-
cessfully opposed in business by another, he can only expect to 
maintain himself by adopting the methods of his opponent. 
Thus it is with, sugar-making in the West Indies to-day. 
Those in Europe who have made the beetroot sugar a paying 
industry, have only done so by bringing every resource of 
science and art in its production. It is but natural to suppose 
if the West Indian planter would compete, he must go and 
do likewise. 

This idea seems to be gradually taking root in St. Croix, 
where several of the large estate owners, by close personal 
supervision and attention to every detail, with improved 
machinery and methods, are turning out sugar at a minimum 
cost, and at a speed that would surprise the planter of a former 
generation. 

One of the most notable examples is A. J. Blackwood, 
Esquire, who, as agent for Messrs. Bartram Bros., of New 
York, came to this island some twelve years ago and took 
over their business, which then consisted of two mercantile 
houses and several estates scattered over the country. 

Up to that time, Captain Blackwood, as he is usually cailed 
by the community where he is known and so deservedly 
respected, had followed the sea as a profession, and from, 
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literally, before the mast, worked himself up to be a success-
ful captain of one o£ the smartest vessels that ever plied be-
tween New York and St. Croix, enjoying to the fnll the 
confidence o£ his owners. He has said that it was with diffi-
dence he undertook such a charge as was entrusted to him, 
but entering upon it with a strict determination to inake it a 
success, and bringing to bear a natural aptitude for adminis­
tration, which is all the more surprising from the faet that 
he had no previous commercial training nor any knowledge 
of sugar planting whatever, he has to-day the proud satisfaction 
not only of being a successful merchant, but of having erected 
one of the largest factories for the manufacture of sugar ever 
put up by private enterprise in St. Croix. Tilis is at Lower 
Love, and is surrounded by eleven of the finest estates in the 
island. These supply it with cane, and, as seen from the line 
reside,nce of Captain Blackwood at Golden Grove, also planned 
and erected under his supervision, form a beautiful prospect. 
Far away is the ocean, of which you get a glimpse between 
the hills, many of which are cultivated to their summits. The 
fieids are alive with busy workers cutting and carting cane to the 
mill. Little negro cabins peep out here and there from among 
the trees which grow, near to them. Owner's or manager's 
dwellings and windmills^ here and there, dot the landscape. 
Countless hues of green and brown greet the eye whichever way 
you may turn, from the sombre bistre to the dazzling emerald. 
Roads of a snowy whiteness intersect the island, completing a 
picture in which art combined with Nature has almost made 
perfect. 

" So freshly fair are everywhere the features of the scene, 

That earth appears a resting-place where angels might alight, 

As if sorrow ne'er a visitant the human breast had been, 

And the verdure of the summer months had sufFered blight." 

And now let us take a look at the works of Lower Love, 
whose great white chimney, standing out in the clear atmos-
phere, is seen for miles around. 

Here, all is activity and life. Cart after cart comes in 
laden with the sweet-smelling canes. These are carefully 
weighed upon a great Fairbank's scale. Thence they are 
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taken and placed upon the cane carrier, by which they are 
conducted to a first series of rollers which cut and crush 
them preparatory to their being crushed by the mill. Thou-
sands of gallons of juice spout into the troughs, whence it 
finds its way into clarifiers, coolers, vacuum pans, and triple 
effects, going through a variety of processes before it becomes 
sugar, which, when made, is placed in canvas bags of 300 Ibs. 
each, and marked to be shipped for refining. 

The molasses is run off into tanks and barrelled, but not 
until a first, second, and third quality sugar is obtained from 
the cane juice. The " bagasse," or refuse from the cane, is 
burnt wet as it comes from the crushers and rollers. This is 
effected by a new process, and if it be considered that $10,000 
every crop is saved by it in the mariner of fuel, it speaks 
volumes for the new methods of manufacture so ably advocated 
by Captain Blackwood, and so thoroughly carried out at the 
works of Lower Love, a few words about the construction of 
which may be interesting. The plant of machinery was built 
by the Pioneer Iron Works, of Brooklyn, New York, and was 
erected on the Estate Lower Love, in the year 1893 by Chief 
Engineer L. H. Hansen, from plans drawn by Mr. Peter 
Penthony, who was then draughtsman in the Pioneer Iron 
Works. In order to erect this new plant it was necessary to 
re-construct the old building, which was done by Mason 
Wm. Peebles, under the supervision of Captain Blackwood. 
The main building, which was 100 feet long and 30 feet 
wide, is now 120 by 55. The old walls were raised 11 feet. 
In order to save the enormous expense for coal, by the 
introduction of green " bagasse " burning, it was found 
necessary to re-lay the boilers and build new furnaces or 
combustion chambers with liot-air flues; a large chimney 
of great draft-producing power had also to be built. This 
was effected by Mason Peebles, and, to-day, stands the finest 
example of such work in the island, its dimensions being 
112 feet high by 7 feet diameter, inside measurement. This 
structure stands on a foundation of solid masonry 11 feet 
deep by 24 feet square. Its walls at the base are 6 feet 
thick and 18 inches at top. 
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This plant of machinery is supplied with steam by a battery 
o£ five tubular rollers ranging in size from 16 by 5 feet in 
diameter with 54 four-inch tubes,, to 18 by 7£ feet in diameter 
with 100 four-inch tubes, the furnaces being fed with green 
" bagasse" direct from the mill, which gives all the steam 
required with the consumption of about f " bagasse" made, 
the balance being used up for manure. The grinding plant is 
composed of a set of three powerful rollers. These are 
28 inches in diameter. This mill is fed by a Krajewski's cane 
crusher, which breaks, cuts, and crushes the cane, extracting 
about 40°/o of the juice, increasing the capacity of the mill 
from 50 to 100 °/Q, obtaining a juice extraction of about 70°/o-

The crusher is driven by an engine 3 feet stroke by 16 inches 
in diameter, which also drives the cane carrier, the " bagasse " 
carrier being driven by the main engine. The evaporating 
plant is composed of an 8^ feet vacuum pan, with a 6 feet 
triple effect of the Relux type, driven by a pumping engine 
3 feet stroke by 16 inches in diameter, and running ten 
pumps, which do the work of the entire plant. The cooling 
tower appears as an enormous fountain, and is run by a 
portion of the above-mentioned pumps. It draws the cold 
water from the bottom of the dam, passing it through the 
condensers which take the vapour from the vacuum pan and 
triple effect, returning the hot water to the top of the towers, 
where it falls from step to step, the air passing through it and 
cooling it in its descent, thus enabling the same water to be 
used over and over again for the same purpose. 

The capacity of this plant is about 40,000 gallons of juice 
in 14 hours, which makes about 25 hogsheads of sugar of 
1500 Ibs., Danish weight, each. The molasses is separated 
from the sugar by a battery of four of Weston's centrifugals. 
This molasses is then boiled over and made into a second 
grade sugar, the molasses resulting from this is re-boiled and 
made into a third grade of sugar, which three grades of sugar 
give about 9 Ibs. of sugar to 100 Ibs. of cane. The washings 
of the house are then made into rum. It will thus be seen 
that nothing is lost, and every means employed to utilize the 
product of the cane. 
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Attached to this fine plant are machine shops, managers 
and overseer's dwellings, negro cabins, &c., &c. There is a 
weighing house where every piece of cane is weighed before 
being carried to the mill, and every bag of sugar after it 
is made; every gallon of juice is measured, and the whole 
manufacture is conducted on scientific principles, being under 
chemical control; the laboratory being in the main building 
under the supervision of Captain Blackwood's brother, Mr. J. W. 
Blackwood, graduate from the Audubon Sugar School, Louisiana. 

It is satisfactory to note how similar factories are beginning 
to be planned, one being about to be put up at Estate La 
Grange. This must be satisfactory indeed to Captain 
Blackwood, who, with their success, must feel his own assured. 
Let us wish it to him always, as we should do to every 
pioneer of progress, every investor of a great capital in 
manufactures, everyone who gives employment to the multi-
tude, every man who overcomes obstacles and prejudices by 
sheer force of character, honesty of purpose, and a determina­
tion to do right on every occasion. 

There are two towns in St. Croix, Christiansted and 
Frederiksted, also called Bassin and West End; that of 
Christiansted is somewhat old-fashioned, but has some fine 
buildings, the Government House being a massive pile that 
would do credit to a rnuch larger city. The entrance to its 
harbour is very intricate, it is good and completeiy land-
locked. As in " Our Island of the Sea," there is an old Fort, 
coloured red. A few guns peep over its ramparts, more for 
ornament than use, I suppose. 

There is also a barracks for the soldiers, with a fine garden 
attached. There are several churches, a Lutheran, Episcopalian, 
Roman Catholic, and Moravian. There are no piaces of 
amusement, but with such splendid drives that the country 
affords over smooth level roads in the most comfortable of 
phaetons one passes the time most agreeably. There are 
comfortable boarding houses, that of Mrs. Pentheny being a 
favourite one for the officials and Americans. The house 
itself is finely built, three storeys high. The rooms are 
commodious, airy, and well furnished, and the table excellent. 
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Mrs. Pentheny is hospitality itself. Speaking o£ hospitality, 
this is a quality for which the West Indies and St. Croix 
in particular, are famous. 

There are not many large commercial houses liere. Captain 
Blackwood, as agent for Messrs. Bartram Bros. has a branch 
in this town. It is a large building, and a great deal of 
business is done there. There are several retail stores. An 
Ice Company has been lately established for the manufacture 
of that useful article. It owes its inception to Captain 
Pentheny and Mr. Canegata, the latter gentleman an enter-
prising merchant and proprietor. A great deal of aérated 
water is made and drank in the island, Mr. M. Pretto, another 
energetic storekeeper, turning out thousands of bottles weekly, 
besides owning and superintending a successful mercantile 
business. His residence is one of the finest on King Street, 
all the doors and bannisters being of solid mahogany. Messrs. 
Pretto and Canegata are natives of the Danish West Indies, 
and this rem i rids me that most of them are very intelligent, 
have a fair English education, and have filled and do fill 
many important piaces under Government. The Schools are 
very good, compulsory education being in force. 

There is one newspaper, The St. Croix Avis, edited by 
John T. Quin, Esquire, F.R.G.S. An Englishman by birth, 
he has filled the important post of Inspector of Schools for 
many years. He is also Chairman of the Colonial Council. 

There are an agency of the Bank of St. Thomas, a Club, 
and an Apothecary's Hall. 

The SherifFs Court, Dealing Court, and Police Court are 
conducted much on the same lines as those in St. Thomas. 

The Central Factory stands just outside the town of 
Christiansted, not far from the Jail. It is carried on under 
Government inspection, and turns out a large quantity of 
sugar every year. We have alluded lengthily to it in a 
former work, " Leaflets from the Banish West Indies." It 
is satisfactory to note that it is now a successful if not a 
paying institution, being ably managed, employing a great 
many hånds, and another illustration of how capital properly 
employed may benefit a community. 
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The "Farm" or hospital is romantically situated on the 

top of a hill overlooking the town. It is kept in a high 
state of efficiency by Y. C. Haid, Esquire, the Superintendent, 
who gives a hearty welcome to anyone desirous of inspect-
ing it. 

Of the inhabitants themselves, a whole volume might be 
written. As I have said in " Our Island of the Sea," they 
.are orderly and respectable. There is an air of comfort 
prevailing quite striking. The climate is equable, and no one 
is exposed to the vicissitudes of life which assail one in more 
populous centres. Labour is in constant demand, and those 
who are willing to work can always find something to do. 
More could be scarcely desired, except that wealth which does 
not often bring happiness. 

Now for a drive through the country to Frederiksted. 
.Snugly seated in a phaeton you bowl along at a rapid rate. 
Passing the splendid residence of Bulowsminde, now the 
residence of Robert Armstrong, Esquire, and once belonging 
to His Excellency, Governor-General Von Scholten, you leave 
•estate after estate behind you, new views of infinite beauty 
opening up at every turn of the road. There are sugar 
•canes on both sides of you, long avenues shaded by stately 
palms with here and there trees, such as the flamboyant, all 
aflame with scarlet flowers, or the silk cotton with enormous 
misshapen roots, and long horizontal branches on which grow 
a multitude of parasites and air piants; flowers of all kinds 
carpet the roadsides. Now and then you meet a labourer, 
who respectfully salutes you. Then a great sugar cart wend-
ing its way, slowly along, drawn by six oxen and laden with 
two or three hogsheads of sugar, or may be a light and strong 
wagon, heaped up with sugar in bags, drawn much more 
rapidly by two mules ; types of the new and the old way of 
doing things. And as you near Frederiksted, just outside 
the town, you come across a lot of women busily washing 
in the Gut, named facetiously by a friend of mine, " The public 
wash tub," of Frederiksted. Then you drive into the town, 
and away from the glare of the sun you may find yourself 
seated in the splendid room of the Club located on the Bay 
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Street fronting the roadstead. This is another ontcome of 
the restless energy of Captain Blackwood, and is built over 
his large stores, forming a handsome addition to tlie many 
other fine buildings which adorn Frederiksted and the Bay 
Street in particular. 

There are several commercial houses represented in this 
town, besides the large interests of Messrs. Bartram Bros. 
Messrs. R. L. Merwin & Co. occupy a fine store on the Bay 
Street, in which they do a fair share of the island's business. 
Mr. R. L. Merwin, their senior, is an American; young, 
energetic, and enterprising, he enjoys the respect and confi-
dence of the community. A branch of Messrs. McDougal & Co., 
of St. Thomas, who have another in Christiansted, and the 
house of Melchior & Sons, Copenhagen, whose courteous repre-
sentatives, Messrs. Dessau & Ford, are well known through out 
these islands, are also on this street. Messrs. Pearson & Co., 
of St. Thomas, have also considerable capital invested in 
enterprises both here and in Christiansted, and the retail 
stores are quite numerous and evidently prosperous. What 
will strike a close observer will be to see how many of 
them are superintended by females. They are, all of them, 
of native birth, and some of them remarkable for their in-
dustry and capacity. Though this may be said of all Dano-
West Indian women, who are a credit to their sex as house-
wives and for their intelligence. 

Counsellor Faber, K.D., owns the Apothecary's Hall. It is 
well supplied, and has realised for its owner a handsome 
competence, which it is to be hoped he may live many years 
yet to enjoy. As in Christiansted there are churches of 
various denominations, all of which are attended on Sundays 
and holy days. The Crucians are a religious people, and 
think much of their parsons, who do excellent work among 
them, being their friends and advisers on all occasions. 

There are a hospital and other charitable institutions. The 
hospital has been superintended for many years by H. N. 
Mallgrav, Esquire, and is a model of good management. An 
old red Fort fronts the roadstead to the east of the town. 
It has a history, more than one notable occurrence having 

b 
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tak en place within or aronnd its walls. From its ramparts 
was read by Governor Von Scholten the proclamation which 
made the slaves free in 1848. It was stormed by the rioters 
in 1879 at the time of the riots. At its gates, John C. du 
Bois, an English clergyman and British vice-consul, breasted 
the angry mob and tried to stay them in their mad work. 
Just outside, a planter, Mr. Fontaine, met his death at the 
hånds of the rioters. And inside, when authority once more 
asserted itself, many of these poor misguided beings were 
shot to death, tied to trees, which yet remain to remind those 
who live in these days of what is the eventual result of re­
bellion against law and order backed up by the bayonet and 

rifle. 
No one looking at the fine street running along the side 

of the sea would believe that only a few years ago it was 
laid in ashes with the greater portion of the town. It seemed 
impossible to me at the time when I first witnessed it, in 
1879, after the awful scenes of riot, arson, and pillage which 
took place on the night of the 2nd of Oct., that it ever 
would be built again, and yet here it is better than before, 
with handsome buildings and a prosperous people inhabiting 
them; proving what great resources are in the island if only 

properly directed. 
The port of Frederiksted is a very busy one during crop 

time. The Quebec Line is represented by Major Moore, who 
occupies a spacious dwelling on the Bay Street, where he 
has his offices underneath. The steamers of this Company 
call there twice a month; also those of Messrs. Pickford and 
Black, for whom Messrs. R. L. Merwin are the agents. 

Schooners and other vessels ply between Frederiksted, 
St. Thomas, and the adjacent islands, and the town is very 
lively when a party of tourists arrive from the United 
States; then every tropical product is in demand. Bay rum, 
fruit, and curios, with the famous conch pearl, find a ready 
market, and the owners of phaetons, horses, and buggies do 
a flourishing business with the new comers. American flags 
fly, and, if one might judge from the conversation, everyone 
has become an American for the time being. And this brings 
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me to a subject which has been on the tapis for the past 
few years, a subject interesting to the writer and perhaps 
many more, ancl that is, the cession of these islands to the 
United States. I have already spoken abont the possibility 
of St. Thomas becoming the naval and coaling station of 
America, and of the mutual ad van tages which might accrue 
therefrom. 

Equally so would it be if St. Croix were included in the 
bargain. Its inhabitants are looking for it, especially those 
who have a considerable stake in the country. They feel 
that the mere faet of belonging to so great and commer-
cial a nation means the infusion of new ideas, wealth, and 
prosperity. Not that they have aught to complain of the 
good government under which they have lived so happily, 
socially, and politically, for so many years. But there is a 
general impression all through the West Indies that the 
American flag will float over them some day; and it is be-
lieved that the Danish West Indies will lead the van. That 
America will not be a loser, as far as St. Croix is concerned, 
anyone who knows the industry of its people, its resources, 
the large amount of capital, American capital especially, in-
vested in it, can testify. And then its enchanting scenery 
will more than ever make it a resort for the American, weary 
of old watering-places which outside of their fine hotels have 
grown flat, stale, and unprofitable. Here, amid the lovely 
green of its cultivated estates, its palm groves, or on its 
sea shore with its white rolling surf, will he find such de-
light, such variety and novelty as can be found no where in 
the world but in " The Garden of the West Indies." 



ROBERT L. MERWIN. W. HSRCOURT WOODS. 

ROBT. L, MERWIN & do, 
EXPORT & IMPORT 

Commi^ ion  and  genera l  Mefchan tg ,  

FREDERIKSTED, ST. CROIX, W. I. 
Cable Address: 

Merwin, St. Croix. 

Codes Used: 
Merchants, Watkins &> Appendix, A.B.C. 

AGENTS FOH 

Corporation of Lloyd's, London, E.C. 
Pickford & Black's West India Steamship Line, 

St. John, Halifax and Demerara Route. 

Oakdale Manufacturing Co., Providence, R.I., 
Manufacturers of Superior High Grade Oleomargarine. 

The Aérmotor Co., Chicago, Illinois, 
Manufacturers of Galyanised Steel Windmills and Towers. 

CONSIGNMENTS RECEIVED AND ACCOUNT SALES WITH 
REMITTANCES PROMPTLY RENDERED. 

SHIP BROKERS, SHIP STORES, AND ESTATE SUPPLIES. 

MANUFACTURE & SHIPMENT OF BAY RUM A SPECIALITY. 

Branches: 

CHRISTIANSTED, ST. CROIX. 73, WALL STREET, NEW YORK. 



J. C. CANECATA, 
(lommission /Ifteccbant, 

CHRISTIANSTED, ST. CROIX, D.W.I. 
(ESTABLISHED 1884.) 

Dealer in Provisions, Wholesale and Retail, Liquors, 
and Fancy Art ides. 

SOLE IMPORTER OF PILSEN BEER, ROYAL BREWERY. 

Always on hand, a supply of Danish, English, French, and American 
Preserves, Biscuits, Confectionery, &c. &c. &c. 

Hennessy's and other Brandies, assorted Liqueurs, Whiskies, Wine, Red and White 
Port, Sherry, Madeiras, Angelica, &c., &c., &c. Syrups, Almond, Raspberry, &c ' 
&c Mat to ni Geishubler, Malt Beer and Malt Extract, Fruit Essences, Tams and 
Jellies, Chocolate, Cocoas, Cotfee, Teas, black, green, of different quality, Angostura 

and other Bitters, Cordials, and Oils. 

O N L Y  D I R E C T  I M P O R T E R  O F  

L. E. BRUUN'S CHOICEST COPENHAGEN BUTTER. 
Louis Iloderer and Cliquot Champaynes. 

Florida and Kananga Water, Cologne, Colgate's, and other 
Perfumes, Hair Vigor, Allen's Restorer, Vaseline, 

and Pomade. 

GLASS WARE LAMPS & STATIONERY. 
Havana, Porto Rico, and other Cigars, Havana and American Cigarettes, 
Smoking Tobaccos, Johnson's Mixture, W. D. & H. 0. Wills, Capstan, Allen 
and Ginter's Richmond Mixture, &c. Piated Ware, Cutlery, Coach Paints, 

Yarnishes. 

IDirect Importer of 

ENGLISH, GERMAN, & FRENCH STAPLE & FANCY GOODS, 
CONSISTING OF 

Cot tons,  Wool lens,  L inens,  Hos iery ,  Embro idery ,  and Laces,  &o.  &c.  &c.  

Boots  and Shoes,  Fe l t  and St raw Hats .  

MANUFACTURER OF 

Ice, Soda Water, Lemonade, Ginger Ale, Orange Tonic, Kola Champagne, Bay Rum, &c, 

A-n extensive Stock of 

FINE OLD ST. CROIX RUM. 
COM MISSIONS SOLICITED. 



M. A- PRETTO, 
CHRISTIANSTED, ST. CROIX, 

(.Esta blislied 1879,) 

GENERAL COMMISSION MERCHANT. 

A Large Assortment of 

ENGLISH, GERMAN, FRENCH, 

AND AMERICAN DRY GOODS 

CONSTANTLY ON HAND. 

SPECIALITIES IN BOOTS, SHOES, AND FANCY 

GOODS, SPIRITS, WINES, CIGARS, &c. 

MANUFAGTURER of ÅÉRATED WÅTERS. 

SODA-WATER PLANT IN THE ISLAND. 
200,000 BOTTLES 

SOLID 



L .  F A B E R ,  
FREDERIKSTED, ST, €ROIX5 D.W1, 

Jragpt & §i!ipcn.'jing ()[ltemisit 

DISTILLER of GENUINE BAY SPIRITS (from the Leaf), 
DEALER IN ST. CROIX OLD RUM, WINES, BRANDIES, 

WEST INDIAN LIQUEURS, BITTERS, AND PURE SPIRITS OF 
ALL SORTS. 

PAINTS, OILS, VARNISHES, TOILET ARTICLES, CIGARS, &C. &C. 

DIPLOMA AND MEDAIiS 

From The NORTHERN INDUSTRIAL,  AGRICULTURAL,  AND ARTS EXHIBITION,  

COPENHAGEN, 1888,  have been awarded to  the fo l lowing spec ia l i t ies  o f  

L .  FABER'S Manufacture :  

OLD RUM, OLD GUAVA LIQUEUR, OLD GUAYABERRY LIQUEUR, 
YERY FINE OLD SHRUB, FLORIDA WATER, STOMACHIC BITTERS, 

and SUPERIOR DOUBLE DISTILLED BAY SPIRITS. 

R. 
DEALER I3ST 

COME IN, 

AND WHAT YOU DON'T SEE, ASK FOR. 

Not room for Specifications. 

FREDERIKSTED, ST. CR01X; 

D.W.I. 



E. L. BENJAMIN, 
D E A L E R  1 3 N T  

Staple and pancy Goods. 

EAST INDIA HANDKERCHIEFS. 

Birthday, Wedding, and other Carås, <k 

FREDERIKSTED, 

S T. CROIX, W. I.  

JACOB A. WENG, 
PHOTOGRAPHIC ARTIST,  

ST. CROIX, D.W.I. 

PORTRAITURE, INTERIOR, LANDSCAPE, 

AND GENERAL PHOTOGRAPHY. 

CHILDREN'S PICTURES A SPECIALITY. 

ALL I0RK DONE BY THE INSTANTANEOUS PROCESS. 
SATISJtACTION GTJA BA V77.'/.'/>. 



BACHE & CO., 
Sbtp JSvokers aitb Commissfon 

v 

flDercbants, 

ST .  THOMAS,  

D. W. I. 

PARTICULAR ATTENTION GIVEN TO CH ARTERING OF 

VESSELS.  

KLINGBERG, KREBS, & Co„ 
Gommission Merchants, 

P R O V I S I O N S ,  

Mine anb Xiquor SDealets, 

WHOLESALE EXPORTERS OF BAY RUM. 

IV JEXTJEN SIVE STOCK OF 

F I N E  O L D  S T .  C R O I X  R U M  
ALWAYS ON HAND. 

Hennessy's Brandies, American and Scotch Whiskies, &c., &c. 
•^/V\A / \S V/VWWX/WWWWWWW 

ST. THOMAS, D.W.I. 



COMMERCIAL HOTEL, 
KEPT BY 

M R S .  B Æ R E N T Z E N .  

(Hagrisfit øH(®t frelefi (SøøKer^, 
CoYers laid at all hours of the day and night. 

ifirieictoih: POBEI&IT WIITES, 

Lic /ueurs and Drinks of al l  sorts. 

PR IVATE ROOMS. 
This Establishment, from its privileged central situation, nearest to the King's 

Wharf reducedprices, and prompt service, is most recomméndable. 

COOL and C0MI0DI0US ROOIS, HOT and COLD BATHS. 

E. SCHRODER'S 
MANUFACTORY OF 

Soda-water,Lemonade, Ginger-ale, Orange 
Tonic, Kola Champagne, &c., 

AS SUPPLIED TO AMERICAN, ARGENT1NE, DANISH, ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, 
ITALIAN, RUSSIAN, SWEDISH, AND BRAZILIAN WARSHIPS. 

QUALITY GUARANTEED.  PRICES MODERATE.  

EMPTY BOTTLES RECEIVED FOR REFILLING. 

E. SCHRODER'S 

Ba\> Spivtt anb Ba\> Spfdt Soap 
ARE MADE FROM BEST MATERIALS. 

ALWAYS IlST STOCK: 

CA1JNED AND OTHER PROVISIONS, BISCUITS, CONFECTIONERY, 
Wines, Gin, Brandy, Liqueurs, Oils, Syrups, Sugars, Angostura Bitters, Pilsener Beer, 

Kananga Water, Eau de Cologne, Florida Watør, Bay Oil, &c., &c. 



J. H. FECHTENBURG & CO. 
Gommtsston flftevcbants. 

i 

Provisions, 

Liquors, 

Wines, &c. 

ST, THOMAS. D.W.I. 

Prompt Attention given to Orcleifs. 

CO 
-I I 
>  n  r >  r A M c e n A  s  D. G. FONSECA, 
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co A cnoice and varied assortment of Can and Bottle {£ 
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BAZAR DE NOVEDADES. 

Agent for "LA FIDUCIA LIGURE," 
ST. THOMAS. 

Importer of French, English, German, American, and 
Man Merchandise. 

FRESH SUPPLIES BY FREQUENT ARRIVALS. 

PRICES DEFYING COJKPETITION. 

Dealer tootli "by "Wliolesale and. IRetail. 

HENRY 0. CREQUE, 
(Seneval Cfommfssion mercbant 

^intd 

SHIP CHANDLER. 

DEALER IN 

PLAIN and JAPANNED TINWARE and 
Tinmen's Supplies, 

PAINTERS' AND OILMEN'S SUPPLIES, GLASSWARE AND 
GLASS ORNAMENTS, 

LAMPWARE, EARTHENWARE, PORCELAIN, 
AND 

General House Furnishing" Hardware. 

No. 29, Main St., ST. THOMAS 



DELVALLE&COMPY., 
©eneral Æiercbants, 

(ESTABLISHED 1870,) 

ST- THOMAS, D.W.I. 

Dealers in al l  kinds of 

STAPLE ÅND FANCY GOODS, 
BOOTS & SHOES, HATS, PERFUMERY, 

&c., &c., &c. 

FRESH SUPPLTES 13 Y BYERY ARRIY AL. 

H>ealer anfc importer of 

ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, & AMERICAN 

STAPLE & FANCY C00DS, 
CONSISTING OF 

Cottons, Woollens, Linens, Hosiery, Embroideries, 

and Laces, &c., &c. 

RENOWNED FINE FITTING 

OORSETS, BOOTS, SHOES, ÅND SLIPPERS 
For Ladies, Gentlemen, Misses, and for Children. 

A GREAT VARIETY ALWAYS IN STOCK FROM THE BEST 

MANUFACTURERS. 

\ 



ESTABLISHED 20 YEARS. 

TAYLIR'S BOOK STORE, 
MAIN STREET, 

ST. THOMAS •y 

HAS ALWAYS A LARGE STOCK OF 

STATIONERY, FANCY COODS, 

Piated Ware and Jeuiellepy 
Ols HAND. 

T U E  C E I i E B R A T E D  

BORNHOLM TERRA COTTA WARE, 
Plain, or Painted with Tropical Yiews, a Speciality. 

THE FINEST ASSORTMENT OF 

iBirtijjlay, ^oijgratulatioii, anå ot^ør Ms 
IN THE D.W.I .  

Everyone calling at St. Thomas should visit 

tl i is elegantly appointed Establishment. 



W. CLINDINEN, 
Øeneral flftercbant, 

DEALER IN 

Ironmongery, Porcelain, Crockery, 
Liquors, Carriage Hardware, 

Carriage Harness, &c. &c. 

SOLE AGENT TO MESSRS. COSSART, GORDON & Co., 
The oldest and by far the largest shippers of 

Madeira Wines. 

CHRISTIANSTED, ST. CROIX. 

5 
CLARE E. TAYLOR 

ihotoøraphtc & Decoratiw 
ST, THOMAS, D«WkL 

Portraiture, Interior, Landscape, Groups, and 
General Photography. 

SKETCHES IN OIL AND WATER COLOUR. 

SIGN PAINTING AND GILDING. 

Mechanical Pra wings exe cut ed ta scalfc 

ELECTRICAL INSTRUMENTS REPAIRED 



T H E  

ST. THOMAS COAL DEPOT, 
BRONDSTED & CO., 

1Havy> Contractorø, 

ST.  THOMAS. 

A g e n t s  o f  

CORY BROTHERS & CO., 
LONDON AND CARDIFF. 

Supply of Best 

CARDIFF, CUMBERLAND, NEWCASTLE, 

ANTHRACITE, AND SCOTCH 

A L W A Y S  K E P T  I N  S T O C K .  

Steamers drawing up to 27 feet can be coaled from their 

safe and commodious jetties at the rate of 50 to 100 tons 

per hour, Day or Night. 

m r  S H I P P I N G  S U P  P L I  E D  W I T H  F R E S H  W A T E R .  



"THE DIVAN" 
IDavana Cigar Store, 

(ESTABLISHED 1860,) 

ST. THOMAS, 
LATE 

F. DREJER & CO., 
Beg to call the attention of the Public to their extensive 

Stock of 

HAVANA CIGARS 
Of Different Brands and Makers« 

CIGARETTES, 

American Cigarettes, 
Smoking and Chewing Tobacco, 

AND 

SUNDRY OTHER ARTICLES. 

OHDERS PROMPTLY EXECUTED. 



. 

BARTRAM RROTHERS 
(A.  J .  BLACK WOOD, Agent) ,  

FREDERIKSTED, ST. CROIX, D.W.I, 
DEALERS IN 

jflour, iTfteal, provisions, & (Benetal 
BSstate Supplies, 

S T E A M  F I T T I N G S ,  

Fire and Building Bricks, Lumber, Coal, åc. åc. 

AGENTS FOR 

T H E  M A N C H E S T E R  F I R E  A S S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y  

OF MANCHESTER, ENGLAND, 

ALSO AGENTS FOR 

LE BERTS SUGÅR GANE FERTILIZER, 
* 

ÆftanufactureD tn fåarbaDos bg 

THE REEF MANURE AND CHEMICAL WORKS. 

BRANCH AT CHRISTIANSTED. 

A. J .  BLACKWOOD, 
AMERICAN CONSULAR AGENT AT CHRISTIANSTED, 

ALSO 

Correspondent  to  the Nat ional  Board of  Mar ine Underwr i ters ,  

AND THE 

BOARD OF UNDERWRITERS OF NEW YORK, 



H. MICHELSEN, 
Bay Rum, Bay Salts, and Florida Water, 

A 

NEW YORK, ST. THOMAS, WEST INDIES, 
36 ,  BROADWAY.  28 ,  MAIN STREET.  

v/vvv/v/vy v\/v\/\/vv/v/vy w \/~\s \y \y w v» 

MEDALS AWARDED: 

BOSTON, MASS. ... 
AMSTERDAM 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
ANTVVERP 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 

. 1883 
• 1883 
• 1884-5 
• 1885 
• 1885 

BERLIN 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
LIVERPOOL, G. B. 
BERLIN 
PARIS 

... 1885 

... 1885-6 

... 1886 

... 1887 
1889 

HIGHEST AWARD at  Wor ld 's  Columbian Exposi t ion Chicago,  1893.  

The use of the clear Bay Rum, of the colour of Rhenish Wine, has been recom-
mended by eminent physicians in the following manner :— 

AS A HEALING MEDIUM. 
1. For tender feet, by rubbing with a few tablespoonfuls 011 going to bed. 

2. For the hair, when thin and incliDed to fall, by rubbing the scalp in the 
morning with a tablespoonful, whereby the roots will be stimulated and strengthened. 

3. After long and fatiguing rides or walks, by rubbing the entire body with 
the article mixed with water (principally the feet after walking), whereby after a 
half-hour's time, not only will the application refreshen, but also produce renewed 
strength generally. 

AS A COSMETIC AND TOILET ARTICLE. 
For'washing the face, a few tablespoonfuls added to water will suffice, 

and by a continued use the skin of the face obtains a more brilliant and animated 
appearance. 

For the bath, quarter of a bottle in an ordinary bathing pan. 

For headaches and other pains, caused by cold or over-exertion, Bay Rum is 
often applied by rubbing, as stated above, and in case of headache by bandages 
saturated with the article. 

Bay Rum, the product of the leaves and berries of the Bay Tree (Pimento acris), 
and pure Rum invigorates and strengthens the nerves, and possesses a refreshing 
odour. 

Great care must be observed in the manufacture of Bay Rum, and, I may here 
state, that as certified by eminent physicians and chemists, my article, above all 
others, is highly recommendable for the qualities mentioned above. 

H. MICHELSEN. 




